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that the great preponderance of talent and of influence
on the future decisions of the House of Commons was
ranged on  the other side.    The Government at all
events went so far, instructed by events, as to give up
the idea of asking Parliament for a renewal of the Act
against   the   Catholic   Association.     Of course Peel
followed   closely   the   events   preceding   the   Clare
election and  the result of the vote.    He knew that
Vesey  Fitzgerald, the defeated candidate for Clare,
was   one   of   the   most   popular   men   in   Ireland.
Fitzgerald   had  represented   Clare  for   many years,
and had always supported by his speeches and his
votes   the    claim    of   the    Catholics    for   political
emancipation.    He was a son of the man who fought
stoutly against  the Act  of  Union  by  the  side of
Henry Grattan  and Sir John  Parnell.    Certainly a
better man could not have been found to contest on
the Government side the candidature of O'Connell;
yet he was hopelessly defeated.    In fact a great con-
stitutional   crisis had   arisen, and  even Lord Eldon
unbent so far as to admit that the result of the Clare
election must be to bring   the Catholic question to
a conclusion  before long, a   conclusion of which he
highly disapproved, as was only natural for him, but
which he felt it was not in the power of himself or
any other man or set of men to prevent.    When a
man like Lord Eldon could  thus far stifle his most
inveterate prejudices and passions and could see the
results which were destined to come, it is not likely
indeed   that   a  man   of  Peel's  intellect  and  clear-
sightedness  could close his eyes against the lessons
of the  crisis.